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   Frame is the important way for people to transfer the social reality into their own 
thoughts. It is the subjective explanation and thinking structure of people or of a group. 
On one hand, frame comes from past experience; on the other hand, frame is often 
affected by social culture consciousness. Frame means accepting or rejecting. It 
represents the scope for people to make their choice, and it is also a framework that 
people explain the outer world on which they depend. Framing an event is to pick out 
the part that is necessary. The expressive form of Frame Semantics is one part of 
cognitive linguistics paradigms. It is intended to show how the relationship between 
language and experience is linked to language and knowledge structure. Frame 
Semantics points out that frame is a kind of diagram or a framework in the human 
brain. The framework becomes a system by connecting each to other; at the same time, 
they connect the structure and the connection to human experiences. Frame can make 
the lexical meaning structured; while lexis can “arouse” a frame.  
   This thesis aims to offer a better way for university students to improve their 
ability to debate and lay a good foundation for researchers to compare the English 
debates of native English speakers (NSs) and non-native English speakers (NNSs) in 
the future. 
The first part of the thesis is Introduction, in which the background, purpose and 
major contribution of the research, as well as the organization of the thesis, are 
mentioned. The remainder of the thesis consists of four chapters plus a conclusion. 
Chapter One presents a detailed literature review which summarizes previous studies 
on Frame Theory, on debate and on NSs and NNSs. Chapter Two explains the 
theoretical framework of Frame Theory at large. Chapter Three presents the frame of 
topic and that of strategy mainly by induction. Chapter Four studies the semantic 
frame in debating topics and strategies by comparison. The conclusion sums up the 















The research findings of this thesis indicate that debating topics and strategies 
are not contradict to each other but interdependent, for one topic can use any strategy 
to debate, and a strategy can be used in different topics instead of one topic to one 
strategy. Besides, the research findings also indicate that NSs will use the same 
strategies as NNSs when debating. 
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